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International aero-radiometry exercise ARM 17 from 26 to 30 June 
to be carried out in Switzerland

From 26 to 30 June 2017, specialists from France, Germany, the Czech Republic 
and Switzerland will together carry out radioactivity measurements in Switzerland.
During the exercise, survey helicopters will cover the measuring area in a regular 
grid at about 90m above ground. Noise pollution will be kept as low as possible. 

The focus of this international measuring week lies on being prepared for joint operations 
and the cooperation between the teams. Each team evaluates measuring data that will then 
be combined in a joint picture with the goal of being ready to provide mutual support across 
borders in the event of heightened radioactivity. Should such an emergency arise in 
Switzerland, the National Emergency Operations Centre NEOC is responsible both for 
protecting the population and issuing the necessary instructions concerning protective 
measures.

On Monday, 26 June 2017, a media conference on the event, for which media 
representatives may register at www.naz.ch, subheading “Aktuelles”, will be held in 
Dübendorf. For the first time in the past decade, NEOC will welcome international partners to
join their radiometry survey flights, and places equal importance on exercising together and 
exchanging experiences.

The measuring programme begins after the media conference with surveys in the Murgtal-
Mürtschenalp area. On Tuesday, 27 June, radioactive sources will be searched for in the 
Frauenfeld, Herisau, Rorschach and Romanshorn region. The radioactive sources spread 
out for training purposes in the area, are supervised and of no harm to the population or the 
environment. The next morning, the geologically and metrologically interesting Linthebene, 
and in the afternoon Lake Zug will be surveyed from the air. The final survey flights in this 
international event will be carried out on Thursday morning, 29 June, above the  Neubrunn – 
Wartau axis.

Flights in the vicinity of Swiss nuclear plants
Before the exercise begins, NEOC will conduct an annual survey flight on behalf of the Swiss
Nuclear Safety Inspectorate ENSI. These flights are alternately carried out over the area of 
Swiss nuclear plants. This year, on Thursday afternoon, 22 June, the area around Gösgen 
and the next morning Mühleberg nuclear plant will be measured. 
For these survey flights, the helicopter will cover the measuring area in a regular grid at an 
attitude of about 90m. In order to keep the noise pollution at a minimum, there will be a break
over lunchtime from 12 to 1 o’clock and the flights will be concluded by 5pm. In the event of 
adverse weather conditions, flights may be shifted within the dates mentioned or cancelled 
all together. Programme changes will be published at www.naz.ch, the website that will also 
provide all survey results on 30 June 2017. 
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Measuring normal radio activity

Measuring radioactivity from the air, called aero-radiometry, allows radioactivity on the 
ground to be measured quickly and over a large area. During one week every summer, 
NEOC carries out aero-radiometry flights in order to evaluate measuring and guarantee 
operational readiness of both the measuring teams and their equipment. The focus is on 
Swiss cities: this type of survey has previously been carried out in Zurich, Basel, Geneva, 
Bern and other cities. 
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